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Independent Auditors' Report 

W e have audited the acco m panying general purpose financial statem ents of the Judicial Expense 
Fund of th e Twelfth Judicial District Court of Louisiana, a component unit of the Avoyelles Parish 
Police Jury, as of and for the year ended l)ecem ber 31, 2001, as listed in the table of contents. 
These financial statem ents are the responsibility of th e District Court's m anagem ent. O ur 
responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statem ents based on our audit. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United 
Slates of Am erica and th e standards applicable to financial audits contained in the G overnm ent 
A uditing Standard_

s, issued by the Com ptroller General of the U nited States. Those standards 
require that we plan and perfom l the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about w hether th e 
financial statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent. An audit includes exam ining, on a lest basis, 
evidence supporting the ean ounts and disclosures in the financial statem ents. An audit also includes 
assessing th e accounting principles used and significant estim ates m ade by m an agem ent, as w ell as 
evaluating the overall financial statem ent presentation. W e believe th at our audit provides a 
reasonable basis for our opinion. 

In our opinion, the general purpose financial statem ents referred 1o above present fairly, in all 
m aterial respects, the financial position of th e Judicial Expense Fund of th e Tw elfth Judicial 
D istrict Court of Louisiana, a com ponent unit of the Avoyelles Par ish Police Jury as of Decem ber 
31, 2001, and the results of its operations for th e year then ended in conform ity w ith  generally 
accepted accounting principles. 

In accordance  w ith Governm ent Auditing Standards, w e have also issued a report dated Jtme 19, 
2002 on our consideration of the Judicial Expense Fund of th e Twelfth Judicial Districl Coar t of 
Louisiana's internal conlrol struclure over finan cial reporting and our tests of its com pliance w ith  
certain provisions of laws and regulations. That report is an  integral part of an  audit perfom aed in 

accordance with Government Auditing Standards and should be read in conjunction with this report 
in considering the results of our audit. 

M arksville, Louisiana 
June 19, 2002 

American Institute of 
Certil~ed Public Accountants 

~ Members * Society of l~uislana 
ti~ed Public Accountants 

219 North Washington. Post Offi ce Box 309 ~ Marksvllle, Louisiana 71351 ~ (318) 253-6501 ~ l~ x (318) 253-0721 



D u:ote
o

&  Cympany Aloysia C. Ducote, CPA, PC Joan S. Ducote, CPA, PC 

R EPO R T O N C O M PIJAN CE AND O N INTERN A L CO N TR O L 
O V ER FINA N C IA L R EPO RTING BA SED O N A N A UD IT O F 
FINAN CIAL STA TEM ENTS I?ERFO RM ED IN A C CO R DA N CE 

W ITH  G O V ERN M EN T AUDITING STAN DA RD S 

The 1 lonorable K erry Spruill 
The 1 lonorable W illiam  Bennett 
Tw elfth Judicial D istrict Court 
M arksville, Louisiana 

W e have audited the general purpose financial statem ents of the Judicial Expense Fund of the 
Tw elfth Judicial 1)islrict Court, for the year ended Decem ber 31, 2001, and have issucd our report 
thereon dated June 19, 2002. W e conducted our audit in accordance w ith auditing stan dards 
generally accepted in the United States of Am erica and the standards applicable to finan cial audits 
conlained in Governm ent A uditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller G eneral of the U nited 
States. 

Com pliance "~ 
A s part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Judicial Expense Fund of the Tw elfth 
Judicial District Court's finan cial statem ents m e free of m aterial m isstatem ent, w e performed tests 
of its com pliance w ith ccrtain provisions of law s and regulations, noncom pliance w ith w hich could 
have a direct and m aterial effect on the determination of financial statem ent am ounts, llow ever, 

providing an  opinion on complian ce with those provisions was not an objective of our audit and 
accordingly, we do not express such an  opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no instances of 
noncom plian ce that are required to be reported under Governm ent A uditing Standards 

American Instit#tte of ~ Members ~ 
Certified Public Accountants 

Society of Ixmisiana 
Certified Public Accountants 

219 North Washington * Post Offi ce Box 309 * MarksviUe. Louisiana 71351 * (318) 253-6501 * Fax (3181253-0721 



H onorable Spruil} 
I lonorable Bcnnelt 
Page 2 
Jane 19, 2002 

ntcrnal Control O ver Financial Renortinu 
111 planning and performing our audit, we considered the Tw elfth Judicial District's Court's internal 
control over financial reporting in order to determine our auditing procedures for the puq)ose of 
expressing our opinion on the general purpose financial statem ents and not to provide assurance on 
file intern al control structure over finm~cial reporting. O ur consideration of the internal control over 
financial reporling w ould not necessarily disclose all m atters in the internal control over financial 
reportiug that naighl be m aterial weaknesses. A m aterial w eakness is a condition in w hich the 
design or operation of one or m ore of the intern al control components does not reduce to a 
relatively low level the risk that m isstatem ents in am ounts that w ould be m aterial in relation to the 
financial statem ents being audited m ay occur and not be detected w ithin a tim ely period by 
em ployees in the normal course of pcrfom aing their assigned functions. W e noted no m atters 
involving intern al control over financial reporting and its operation that we consider to be m aterial 
w eaknesses. 

This report is intended for the inform ation of the m anagem ent of the governing body aud the 
l,egislalive A uditor of the State of Louisiana and is not intended to be and should not be used by 
anyone other flint these specified parties. Under Louisiana Revised Statute 24:513, this report is 
distributed by the Legislative A uditor of the State of Louisiana as a public docum ent. 

D U CO TE & 
M arksville, Louisiana 
June 19, 2002 



 

G EN ER A L PU R PO SE 
FIN A N C IA L STA TEM EN TS 
(combined stalemenis - overview) 



A SSETS 

JUD IC IA L EX PEN SE FUN D FO Il TIlE 
TW ELFTH  JU D IC IA L D ISTRIC T C O UR T 
C O M BIN EI) BALAN CE SItEET - ALL FUND TYPES 

AN D A CCO UNT G RO UPS 
Decem ber 31, 2001 

Cash 
A ccounts rcccivablc 
M achinery and equipm ent 

TO TA l. A SSETS 

LIABILITIES AND FUND EQUITY 

Liabilities: 
A ceounls payable 
A ccrued expenses 

l'otal l,iabililies 

Fund Equi|y: 
havestm ent in general fixed assets 
Fund balance, unreserved 

Total Fund Equity 

TO TAl. LIA BILITIES 

AND FUND EQUITY 

G ovcrnm ental 
l

_ ~rund Type 
Special 
R evenue 

$ 33,762 
21,242 

A ccoullt 
G roup 

G eneral 

$ 

36.181 

Totals 

(M emo Only) 

$ 33,762 
21,242 

_ 36~18_1 

$ 55,0_0A _$3.6,181 ~$:~1,185 

$ 714 

36,181 

.
50,799 

_ 50~ _799 _ .36,181 

$ 714 
3,49! 

4,205 

36,181 
50.799 

86~980 

$.55,0004 _$36381 $:~1,185 

'lhe accom panying notes ate an integral part of this financial statem ent. 
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R EVENUES 

JUD ICIA L EX PEN SE FU N D FO R TH E 
TW ELFTIt JUD IC IA L D ISTR IC T C O U R T 

SPECIAI, REV EN UE FUN D 
STA TEM EN T O F REVEN UES, EX PEND ITUR ES AND 

CI1AN GES IN FUND BALAN CE 
Y ear Ended D ecem ber 31, 2001 

Special assessm ent fees 
lntergovcrnnlcntal grants 
Interest 
M iscellaneous incom e 

Total revenues 

EXI'ENI)iTURES 

G eneral govel'l]n]cn| 
Salaries 
Payroll taxes and insurance 
Conlracl labor 
FAueation and travel 
Capital outlay 
Professional fees 
Other expenses 

Total expenditures 

FXCESS (IM,;FI(21ENCY) OF REVENUE 
O VER EXPEN DITUR ES 

FUNI) IIALAN CE, BEG INNIN G 

FUND BALAN CE, EN I)ING 

191,541 

114,172 
19,210 
23,724 
6,017 
1,731 
3,460 

_ _ 7,123 

175,437 

16,104 

34,695 

$ 5Q,79~ 

"ll~e accom panying notes are an integral part oflhis financial stalcm ent 



 

JUD ICIA l, EX PEN SE FUN D FO R  TH E 
TW ELFTtl JUD IC IA L D ISTRIC T C O U R T 

SPECIAL REVEN UE FUN D 
STATEM ENT O F REV ENUES, EX PENDITURES AND 

CIIANGES IN FUND BALANCE - B:UDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAl, 
Y ear Ended Deccm bcr 31, 2001 

R EVEN UES 

Special assessm ent fees 
Inlergovernnlenial grants 
lnleresl 
M iscellaneous Incom e 

i'olal revelm es 

EX I'EN IH T [II,~I~;S 

Gcncral govcm m enl 
Salaries 
Payroll taxes and insurancc 
Contract labor 
l~ uealion and travel 
Capital outlay 
Professional fees 
O ther expenses 

l'otal expenditures 

$ 1233,760 
23,103 

110,000 
10,400 
23,103 
20,000 
2,000 

_ _3_,9_000 

!68,503 

EXCESS (I)EFICIENCY) OF 
REVENUE OVER EXI'END1TUItES $(_Do6A0) 

FUNI) BA LAN CE, BEG INNING 

F13NI) BA LAN CE, EN DING 

Actual 

191.541 

114,172 
19,210 
23,724 
6,017 
1,731 
3,460 

_ __ 7_ _~123 

_  175,437 

V ariance 
Favorable 

(ilnfavorable) 

$( 12,398) 
41,822 

782 
4.472 

34,678 

( 4,172) 
( 8,810) 
( 621) 
13,983 
269 

( 3,460) 
( 4,123) 

( f~93:_) 

16,104 $ 27~ 4 

34,695 

$ 50,799 

The accom panying noles are an integral part of this financial statcm enl 
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N O TES TO  TIlE FIN A N C IA L STA T EM EN T S 



 

JUD IC IA L EX PEN SE FUN D FO R TIlE 
TW ELFTtl JUD IC IA L D ISTRIC T C O UR T 

N O TES TO FINA N CIAL STATEM EN TS 
D ecem ber 31, 2001 

N O TE 1 - SUM M AR Y O F SIG N IFICAN T A CCO U NTING PO LICIES 

The Judicial Expense Fund of the 'fw elflh Judicial District Court w as created by Louisiana R.S. 
13:996.33. The accounting and repolling policies of the Judicial Expense Fund for tile Twelfth 
Judicial D istrict Court conform to generally accepted accounting principles as applicable to 
govern m ental units. Such accounting and reporling procedures also conform to requirem ents of 
l,ouisiana Revised Statutes 24:517. 

The following is a sum m ary of the m ore significant policies 

FIN AN CIAL I~,EPO I{TIN G EN TITY 

Governm ental Accounting Standards Board Statem ent N o. 14 established criteria for 
determ ining com ponent units of an oversight entity. The basic - but not the only - criterion for 
dctennining a com ponent unit is the oversi[,hl's ability to exercise oversight responsibility. The 
m ost significant m anifestation of tiffs ability is financial interdcpcndcocy. O ther m anifestations 
of the ability to exercise oversight responsibility include, but is not limited to,: 1) selection of 
governing authority; 2) the designation of management; and 3) the ability to significantly 
influence operations and accountability for fiscal m atters. 

The Judicial Expense Fund is a part of the operations of the district court system . The district 

court system is fiscally dependent on the police jury for office space and eourlrooms. The 
subslancc of the relationship between the district court system and the police jury is that the 
police jury has approval authority over its capital budget. 

Based on the above criteria it has been dctennined that the Judicial Expense Fund of the 
Twelfth Judicial D istrict Court of Louisiana is a com ponent unit of the Avoyclles Parish Police 
Jury. 



 

JUD IC IA L EX PEN SE FUN D FO R  TH E 
TW ELFTH  JUD IC IA L D ISTR IC T C O U R T 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS (continued) 
D ecem ber 31, 2001 

NO TE 1 - SUM M ARY O F SIG NIFICANT ACCO UNTING PO LICIES (C ONTINUEI) 

FUND A CCO U NTING 

The accounts of the Court are organized on~ the basis of funds or account groups, each of which 
is considered a separate accounting entity. The operations of each fund or account group are 
acc ounted for with a separate set of self-balancing accounts that com prise its assets, liabilities, 
fund equity, revenues and expenditures. Resources are allocated to and accounted for in 
individual funds based upon the purposes for which they are to be spent and the m eans by 
which sl)ending activities are to be controlled. 

G O V ERN M ENTAl, FUN D 

Govern m ental funds account for all or m ost of the Judicial Expense Fund of (he Twclflh 
Judicial District Court's general activities, including the collection and disbursem ent of specific 
or legally restricted m onies, the acquisition or construction of general fixed assets, and the 
servicing of general long-term obligations. Governm cnlal funds include: 

Special Revenue Fund 

Special revelm e funds arc used to account for the proceeds of specific revenue source s 
that are legally restricted to expenditures for specified purposes. 

G I~NER AL FIX ED A SSETS G RO UP 

"l]le general fixed assets group is used to account for fixed assets used in governm ental fund 
type operations for control purposes. A ll fixed assets are valued at historical cost or estim aled 
hislorieal cost if actual historical cost is not available. Donated fixed assets are valued at their 
estim ated fair value on the date of donation. N o depreciation is recorded on general fixed 
assets. 
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JUDIC IAL EX PEN SE FU N D FO R TIlE 
TW ELFTtl JUD IC IA L D ISTRICT C O U R T 

NOTES TO FINANCIAl, STATEM ENTS (continued) 
D ecend)er 31, 2001 

N O TE 1 - SUM M ARY O F SIG N IFICANT A CC O UN TING PO LICIES (C O NTIN UED 

BA SIS O F A CCO UN TING : 

The accounting and financial reporting treatm ent applied to a fire d is dctcnnincd by its 
m easurenaent focus. All govennnental funds are accounted for using a cun'ent financial 
resources m easurem ent focus, W ith this tbcus only current assets and current liabilities are 
generally included on the balance sheet. Operating statem ents of these funds present increases 
and decreases in net current assets. The m odified accrual basis of accounting is used by all 
governm ental funds. The governm ental funds use the following practices in recording revenues 
and expenditures: 

Revenues are recognized when they becom e m easurable and available as net currenl assets 
and expenditures are recognized when the related fund liability is inctuxed, if m easurable. 

BU I)G ETAI~,Y PR ACTIC ES 

In accordance w ith Louisiana Revised Statute 39:1301 through 39:1314, the Judicial Expense 
Fund of the Tw elfth Judicial District Court is required to adopt an amm al budget, but is not 

subject to the public participation laws as the proposed expenditures are less than $250,000. 
All aunual appropriations lapse at year end. Encum brance accounting is not utilized. 

CASII AND CASII EQUIVALENTS AND INVESTM ENTS 

Cash includes anaounts in dem and deposits, interest-bearing dem and deposits, and tim e 
deposits. Cash equivalents include am ounts in tim e deposits and those investm ents w ith 
original m aturities of 90 days or less. U nder slate law, the Judicial Expense Fund of the 
Twelfth Judicial District Court m ay deposit funds in dem and deposits, interest-bearing dem and 
deposits, or tim e deposits w ith stale banks organized uuder Louisiana law or any other slate of 
the United States, or under the law s of the United States. 

Under state law , the Judicial Expense Fund of the Twelfth Judicial District Court m ay invest in 
United Stales bonds, treasury notes, or certificates, These are classified as investm ents if their 
original m aturities exceed 90 days; however, if the original m aturities are 90 days or less, they 
are classified as cash equivalents. Investm ents are slated at cost. 

12 



 

J UD ICIAL EX PEN SE FU ND FO R TIlE 
TW ELFTII JUD IC IA L D ISTR IC T C O UR T 

NOTES TO FINANCIAl, STATEM ENTS (co.tinued) 
i)ecem ber 31, 2001 

NOTE 1 - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCO UNTING PO LICIES (continued 

FIX El) A SSETS 

Fixed assets of governm cnlal funds are recorded as expenditures at the lim e they are purchased 

or construe|ed, and the related assets are capitalized (repolled) in lhe general fixed assets 
account group. N o depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. A ll fixed assets ale 
valued at historical cost or estim ated cost ifhislorical cost is not available. 

TO TA l, CO LU M NS O N CO M BINED FINAN C IAL STATEM ENTS 

The tolal colum ns presented in the com bined financial statem ents are captioned M em oranduna 
Only to indicaIc that they are presented only to facilitate financial mmlysis. N o consolidating 
entries or other elim inations were m ade in the aggregation of the totals; thus, lhey do not 
present consolidated inform ation and do not purport to present financial position, results of 
operations or changes in financial position in conform ity with gcncrally accepted accounting 
principles. 

N O TE 2 - CA SII 

At )'car cnd, the cash consisted of deposits with banks, with a carrying value of $33,762 and a bank 
balance of $35,405. The bank balance was fidly covered by federal depository insurance. 

NO TE 3 - CIlAN G ES IN GENERAL FIXED ASSETS 

The follow ing is a sum m ary of clmnges in the general fixed assets account group for the ),ear ended 
l)ecem ber 31,2001 : 

M achinery and l~.quipm ent 

Total General Fixed A ssets 

Balance Balance 
12/3!/0_0_ Additions Retirements 12/31/01 

2~2 

$ __  $36,18_1 

$ $36,!8! 



 

JUDICIAL EX PEN SE FUND FO R TIlE 
T W ELFTII JU D IC IA L D IST RIC T C O U R T 

NOTES I"O FINANCIAl, STATEM ENTS (continued) 
D ecem ber 31, 2001 

"l'he receivables of $21,242 as of l)ecember 31,2001, are as follows 

lntcrgoveftm ental 
Local fees 
Grants 

$10,758 
10,484 

N O TE 5 - A C CO UN TS AND OTIIER PA YA BLES 

Fhe payables of $4,205 at December 31,2001, are as follows 

Accounts payable 
W ithholdings 

N O TE 6 - G R ANTS 

$ 714 
3 4~ 9_91_ 

$ 4~2.05 

A schedule ofgranls received for the year ended Decem ber 31,2001 are 

Federal 

Corn1 Delay Reduction Grant $24,363 
1 ]oldovcr/l lom e l)elenlion/Electronic 

M oniloring G rant 20,392 
Juvenile Com m unity Service Program  G rant 6,170 
Court A ppoinled Special Advocate 

Local 

$ 9,00O 

5,000 

_$14,00_0 

Tolal 

$33,363 

20,392 
6,170 
5 000 

$64,925 



 

JUD IC IA L EX PEN SE FUN D FO R TH E 
T W ELFTtt JU D IC IA L D ISTR IC T C O U R T  

NOTES TO FINANCIAl, STATEM ENTS (continued) 
D ecem ber 31, 2001 

NOTE 6 - GRANTS (continued) 

C ourt D elay Reduction G rant- 
A warded as a subgrantee of the l,ouisiana Com m ission on Law Enforcem ent and A dm inistration of 
Crim inal Justice. The grant is com prised of 75%  federal funds and 25%  local m atching funds, w ith 
a grant period of August 1 through July 31. 

The grant awards are as follows: 
August 1,2000 through 3uly 31, 2001 
August 1,2001 through July 31,2002 

']'he graul revenues are as follow s: 
August I, 2000 through July 31,2001 
August 1,2001 through July 31,2002 

Federal 
26,575 
26,575 

Federal 
13,288 
11,075 

Local 
8,858 
8,858 

Local 
5,250 
3,750 

2~ tal 

35A33 
35,433 

T otal 
18,538 

_ !14,825 
$33~363 

Iloldover/llom c D etention/Electronic M onitoring G rant- 
Aw arded as a subgrantee of the l,ouisiana Com m ission on Law Enforcem ent and Adm iuistration of 
Crim inal Justice. The grant program  is to provide in-hom e detention with electronic m onitoring for 

pre-adjudicated and pre-dispositional youth. The grant is comprised totally of federal funds and is 
aw arded on a fiscal year basis. Grant revenues received for the year ended Decem ber 31, 2001 are 
$20,392. 

Jnvcnilc Conm m nity Service Program  Grant- 
Aw arded as a subgrantee of the Louisiana Com m ission on Law Enforcem ent and A dm inistration of 
Crinfinal Justice. The grant program  is to provide funds to adm inister a program aim ed at divcrting 
youth fi'om the juvenile justice court system by providing a means of making symbolic restitution to 
the conm m nity for offenses com m itted. The grant is com prised totally of federal funds and is 
awarded on a fiscal year basis. Graut revenues received for the year ended Decem ber 31, 2001 arc 
$6,170. 

Courl Appointed Special Advocate (CASA) 
The Tw elfth Judicial l)istrict Court System in~plem ented a CA SA program w hereby voluulecrs act 
as advocates in child protection and abuse cases. A grant of $5,000 was received from the 
Avoyellcs Parish Police Jury lo provide adm inistrafive funds for the program . This program  was 
discontinued in April 2001. 



SU PPLEM EN TA R Y IN FO R M A TIO N 



 

JUD IC IA L EX PEN SE FUN D FO R  TH E 
TW ELFTIt JUD IC IAL D ISTR IC T C O U R T 

SU M M ARY SC H EDULE O F PRIO R AU DIT FINDING S 
Y ear Ended l)ccem ber 31, 2001 

Section 1 - Internal Control and Com pliance M aterial to the Financial Statem ents 

N one 

Section 11 - M anagem ent Letter 

N one 
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JUD IC IA L EX PEN SE FUN D FO R  TIlE 
T W EL FTII JU D IC IA L D ISTR IC T C O U R T 

CO R RECTIVE ACTIO N PI,AN FO R 
CURRENT YEAR FIN DING S 
Y ear Ended D ecem ber 31, 2001 

Section 1 - Internal Control and Com pliance M aterial to the Financial Statem ents 

N one 

Scction I1 - M anagem ent Letter 

N one 
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